ORDINANCE NO. 22836-08-2017

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FORT WORTH ELECTRICAL CODE, BY
ADOPTING THE 2017 NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE, WITH LOCAL
AMENDMENTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 11-1 THROUGH 11-4 OF THE CODE
OF THE CITY OF FORT WORTH (2015); REGULATING ERECTION,
CONSTRUCTION, ENLARGEMENT, ALTERATION, REPAIR, MOVING,
REMOVAL, DEMOLITION, CONVERSION, EQUIPMENT, DESIGN,
QUALITY OF MATERIALS, USE AND MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT IN THE CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS; DEFINING CERTAIN
TERMS; ESTABLISHING MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
INSTALLATION, ALTERATION OR REPAIR OF ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS;
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS AND THE COLLECTION OF
FEES THEREOF; PROVIDING FOR THE INSPECTION OF SUCH SYSTEMS;
REQUIRING AND REGULATING LICENSES AND REGISTRATIONS FOR
ELECTRICIANS AND PRESCRIBING THE FEES THEREFOR; PROVIDING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A
PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN PAMPHLET FORM;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS:

SECTION 1.
Section 11-1 of the Code of the City of Fort Worth (2015 is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 11-1. 20147 EDITION OF THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE ADOPTED.

(a) The Electrical Code of the City of Fort Worth is hereby revised and amended to
conform, with certain exceptions as specified below, to the 20147 edition of the National Electrical
Code of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), and the same as amended is hereby
adopted as the City's Electrical Code. One (1) copy of the 2017 National Electrical Code marked
as Exhibit "A", is incorporated herein by reference and shall be filed in the Office of the City
Secretary for permanent record and inspection.

(b) This code shall serve as the electrical provisions of the International Residential Code,
as adopted elsewhere.

(c) Any Errata corrections published by the National Fire Protection Association for the
2017 National Electrical Code (NFPA70), as they are discovered, are considered as part of this
code.
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ARTICLE 550.1

* Amend Article 550.1 by adding Articles 550.1.1, 550.1.2, 550.1.3 and 550.1.4 to read as
follows:

Site requirements.

550.1.1 Applicability The provisions of this Article apply to the construction and maintenance
of all mobile home and manufactured home parks.

550.1.2 All electrical wiring, power distribution lines, and telephone lines in a mobile home or
manufactured home park shall be installed underground and in compliance with this code.

550.1.3 Street lights. Each internal street shall be provided with street lighting. Light standards
shall have a height and spacing to ensure an average illumination level of not less than 0.2 foot
candles.

550.1.4 History Mobile Home Park regulations were first adopted in May 18, 1970 (with
retroactive provisions), Ordinance 6293. Recreational Vehicle Park regulations were first adopted
by Ordinance 6372, effective October 12, 1970. Under Ordinance 12264, City Code Chapter 21,
Mobile Home Parks was deleted and the provisions moved to the Fire Code Appendix. Such
Appendix was continued thru Ordinances 14652, 14688 and 16027.

ARTICLE 551.1

Amend Article 551.1 by adding Articles 551.1.1, 551.1.2, 551.1.3, 551.1.4, 551.1.5,
551.1.6 and 551.1.7 to read as follows:

Site requirements.

The following provisions shall apply to Recreational Vehicle Parks and Recreational Vehicle lots
that occur in Mobile Home and Manufactured Home Parks.

551.1.1 Applicability. The provisions of this Article apply to the construction and
maintenance of all recreational vehicle parks.

551.1.2 All electrical wiring, main power distribution lines, and telephone lines shall be
installed underground.

551.1.3 Individual electrical connections provided at recreational vehicle spaces shall include
an approved disconnecting device and over current protective equipment.

551.1.4 Recreational Vehicle lots in Recreational Vehicle Parks and in Mobile Home or
Manufactured Home Parks shall be master metered. Power releases shall not be permitted for
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be capable of being locked in the open position in accordance with 110.25.
* Article 600.6(A)(1) Exception No. 3 added to read as follows:

FException No. 3: A disconnect shall not be required at the point of entry to a sign enclosure or
sign body for branch circuit(s) or feeder conductor(s) that supply an internal panelboard(s) in a
sign enclosure or sign body. The conductors shall be enclosed in a Chapter 3 listed raceway or
metal-jacketed cable identified for the location. A field-applied permanent warning label that is
visible during servicing shall be applied to the raceway at or near the point of entry into the sign
enclosure or sign body. The warning label shall comply with 110.21(B) and state the following:
“Danger. This raceway contains energized conductors.” The marking shall include the location
of the disconnecting means for the energized conductor(s). The disconnecting means shall be
capable of being locked in the open position in accordance with 110.25.

ARTICLE 600.10

*Article 600.10; changed and expanded to 600.10.2, add (E); changed to read as follows:

600.10. Portable or Mobile Signs.

Interior - Shall be those signs that are small in nature, usually hung from hooks in the wall
or ceiling with an electrical cord for plug in or direct connection to an electrical source. These
signs shall not be permitted to be installed in an outside location.

Exterior - Shall be those signs that are set on the exterior, usually but not always in the
parking lot, limited in size as described in the Zoning and Sign Code, some of which may have
wheels installed to permit the towing behind a vehicle.

600.10.2(E). Exterior.

(A) Exterior portable or mobile signs shall not be illuminated by any electrical source. Those
signs equipped with an electrical cord shall have it removed.
(B) Signs shall be adequately secured to prevent overturning by wind.

ARTICLE 696 - ELECTRIFIED FENCES

696.1 Scope

This article applies to the installation and maintenance of electrified fences containing more than
two energized strands and having a minimum height of more than twenty four (24) inches
measured from grade to the highest strand.
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